REMARKS   UPON   A   BOOK   INTITULED
"THE RIGHTS OF THE CHRISTIAN
CHURCH, &c."
"DEFORE I enter upon a particular examination of this -D treatise, it will be convenient to do two things :
Firs^ To give some account of the author, together with the motives, that might probably engage him in such a work. And,
Secondly', to discover the nature and tendency in general, of the work itself.
The first of these, although it hath been objected against, seems highly reasonable, especially in books that instil pernicious principles. For, although a book is not intrinsically much better or worse, according to the stature or complexion of the author, yet, when it happens to make a noise, we are apt, and curious, as in other noises, to look about from whence it cometh. But however, there is something more in the matter.
If a theological subject be well handled by a layman, it is better received than if it came from a divine ; and that for reasons obvious enough, which, although of little weight in themselves, will ever have a great deal with mankind.
But, when books are written with ill intentions, to advance dangerous opinions, or destroy foundations; it may be then of real use to know from what quarter they come, and go a good way towards their confutation. For instance, if any man should write a book against the lawfulness of punishing felony with death; and, upon enquiry, the author should be found in Newgate under condemnation for robbing a house; his arguments would not very unjustly lose much of their force, from the circumstances he lay under. So, when
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